English 9 

Policies and Expectations 
Mrs. Sutton
2016-2017
COMMUNICATION

Email – kmsutton@jeffco.k12.co.us
Webpage - http://lhssutton.weebly.com (Please note that LHS has recently migrated from Google sites to Weebly.)
Voicemail – (303) 982-8874
School Messenger - This service will be used to contact your home about major assignments, failing grades, or behavior.  Contact regarding behavior may be made for hindering the progress of the class OR for behavior that sets a positive example for the class.

Office hours: By appointment before or after school (7am-7:30; 3:10-4pm) or during planning (blocks 1, 5, 7) in A109 or B109.
UNITS OF STUDY: IDENTITY (sequence and texts subject to change)
Please refer to your grade level on Mrs. Sutton’s website for assignments, lesson information, and resources.
Unit 1: Voice
Reading: Short stories and articles

Writing: Reader response (Patterns and Paragraphs)
Unit 2: Hero’s Journey
Reading: The Odyssey by Homer
Writing: This I Believe essay
Unit 3: Morality
Reading: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, The Absolutely True Story of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Writing: Editorial
Unit 4: Humanity
Reading: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson, Monster by Walter Dean Myers, Night by Elie Wiesel, and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Writing: Literary analysis
Unit 5: Family
Reading: Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan, In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Writing: Definition essay
Unit 6: Passion 
Reading: “Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare
Writing: Narrative

GOALS FOR STUDENTS

1.  Become a lifelong learner if you aren’t one already.  Enrich your love of lifelong learning if you already are one.

2.  Learn how to use reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking to explore, question, improve, and engage in all of your classes and learning as well as in life.

3.  Be open-minded and be willing to seek out and listen to perspectives that differ from your own.
GRADES

Learning can be a messy process, so I believe your grades are a reflection of your willingness to work through that process. As Lt. Gunderson told me in ROTC, “If you can’t make a mistake, you can’t make anything.”  I am more interested in the quality and effort of your work than anything else.  Do not expect the maximum amount of credit for the minimum amount of work.  
1. If you are not satisfied with a grade, you may redo any assignment that was originally submitted on time, and I will regrade it.  This process may continue until the end of the unit or until you are satisfied with the grade you have earned and the learning that grade reflects – whichever comes first.
2. Grades will be calculated by points earned out of points possible and will be divided into six week marking periods, all three of which will then be averaged to calculate your term final (semester) grade.  

a. Parent Portal Grading Codes: 


i. M = Missing

ii. X = Exempt

iii. I= Incomplete

iv. L = Late

v. T = Turned In 

b. Grades: 


A = Exceeds expectations 
90-100%



B = Meets expectations
80-89%



C = Average

70-79%



D = Passing

60-69%



F = No credit

Less than 60%

EXTRA CREDIT

Extra credit is not a substitute for standard assignments.  Extra credit means you’re going above and beyond the regularly assigned work that you’ve already completed.  See me if you have an idea you think would constitute extra credit.  

BEHAVIOR

Show respect for others by treating them how you would like to be treated.

My dad was a Marine, and he raised me.  I don’t put up with much.  

ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments need to be turned in on time and must be your own work.  
1. Late work will be accepted for a penalty of 10% per calendar day until day five, at which point the assignment will be worth 50% credit until the end of the unit.  Work from a unit will not be accepted after the summative assessment of the unit.   

2. Make-up work, due to an excused absence, is NOT considered late work.  It is your responsibility to get all make-up work.  Your first place to go after missing class is Mrs. Sutton’s webpage; the Calendar/Daily Lessons page will allow you to access lessons labeled by date so you can review and/or print the lesson(s) you missed.  Missing assignments due to excused absences are due according to district policy.  Hand make-up work directly to me.  My website does not replace class, so not everything will be on it.

3. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  You are expected to submit designated writing assignments to Turnitin.com. 

ATTENDANCE and TARDIES

You are required to attend this class and are expected to arrive on time (in your seat by the bell).  You must sign in each time you are tardy, and you will lose class participation points each time you are tardy.  You may earn half of your participation points back for each tardy by attending office hours for 30 minutes.  Please note: after 30 minutes of class, a tardy becomes an unexcused absence.

PREPARATION AND MATERIALS

Organization is often a key to success, so be prepared each day with the necessary materials.

1. Planner

2. Three-ring binder for English class only with five dividers
3. Loose-leaf paper.  Lots of it.
4. Post-it notes, at least two packs
5. Pens (at least one red and one blue or black) and pencils
6. Positive attitude

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
1.  Be your own advocate.  Speak up for yourself.
5.  Take a risk as a learner, a reader, and a writer.  It’s how you grow.
6.  BYOD: Bring your own device (cell phone, laptop, tablet).  Cell phones will be stored during class so as to avoid distraction.
7.  Challenge yourself.  Try your best.

8.  Savor the questions and the confusion.  They are key aspects of learning.

9.  Take care of the books and other materials that the school, your parents, and I provide to you.  Fines will be issued if necessary.  

10.  Laugh and have fun.  School (and life) will be as enjoyable as you make them.

MISCELLANEOUS

1.  If it doesn’t have to do with class, don’t bring it.  This includes assignments and attitudes.

2.  Clothes:  ON. Hats: OFF.  Be appropriate.  We’re trying to focus on class.

3.  Bottled water is allowed.  Other food or drink is not.  Gum is allowed as long as I don’t see or hear it.
4.  Use your passing period time wisely; bring all supplies with you and use the restroom if needed.
5.  You will have a pass good for FIVE trips during the ENTIRE SEMESTER to the bathroom, your locker, etc.  If you lose it, it will not be replaced.  Unused passes may be redeemed for extra credit at the end of the semester. 

6.  You are responsible and accountable for all school policies listed in your planner.
7.  The “Tea Shoppe” in A109 is for students to enjoy; please bring a mug for yourself and some tea to share if you are interested.

***If possible, please contribute tissues and/or hand sanitizer for the classroom. Thank you!***

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parents and Guardians: Please sign and date below to confirm that you have seen and are familiar with these policies and expectations.
        X  ________________________________________________________  Date: ____________________________
