Definition Essay Editing Tasks – Spring 2017

Name of Author: __________________________________________________






Names of Editors: #1__________________________ #2__________________________
The definition essay your last major writing assignment for this school year; therefore, you want to make sure you turn in the most polished and well-written essay you possibly can. Keep this important point in mind while you are editing either your own essay or your peers’ essays. Your writing will not improve if you do not have constructive criticism on which to build your writing; your peers’ writing will not progress if you are not honest. 
Phase 1 - SHARE

First, share your draft with at least TWO peer review partners on Google.  Then read, enjoy, and make encouraging, helpful, and constructively critical comments.  Make at least three comments on each draft you read and include your name at the end of each comment. Comment suggestions: 

· Does the essay contain the following?
· Personal anecdote (experience)
· Text-based evidence
· Historical anecdote (5W’s)
· What is the author’s tone/voice? Is it clear and defined?

· Is the essay interesting? In what ways? Could this be improved upon? How?
· Are transitions used effectively to make ideas flow? 

Phase 2 - Now, choose ONE partner who will go through and pre-grade your essay based on the rubric provided.

Go through your partner’s copy of the rubric and pre-grade your partner’s definition essay on each category.  Circle the one’s that apply and give a score out of 5 for each. In a Google Doc comment attached to the title, explain your reasoning for the overall grade you gave your partner.

Phase 3 - Self-assessment
You will need to highlight your Google Doc in a variety of colors to complete this activity. Create a legend on this handout that applies to your rough draft.
Step 1: MLA 


Color: _______________
· Heading

· Does your heading follow MLA format (top left)?

· Is it double spaced like the rest of the paper?
· Works Cited

· Are all sources of evidence cited?
Step 2: Title


Color: _______________
· Critique your title. Is it interesting and relevant to your topic?  Make it intriguing and unique.
· Your paper should NOT be titled “Definition Essay” or solely the word you’re defining.
Step 3: Introduction

Color: _______________
· Identify the essay’s hook.

· Will this grab the reader’s attention?
· Make sure the hook is NOT a definition!
· Is the context clear?

· Is the thesis clear?  Does it answer the question of WHY the reader needs to learn about your term/topic?
Step 4: Definitions 


Color: _______________
· Highlight definitions in the essay:

· Dictionary, Self, Text, Friend, Family, Other

· Where do these appear?  Do they anchor the body paragraphs and build the writing pattern?

Step 5: No Excuses Words

Color: _______________
· Highlight all NO EXCUSES words even if they are correct and consider revising them OUT of your essay:
· Good, bad, you, your, we, us, I, me, my, mine, is, are, was, were, amazing, really, very, stuff, things, a lot, big, little, this, that
Step 6: PUGS

Color: _______________
· Make sure that you aren’t using an apostrophe to make a word plural!
· Highlight where you have used commas. Reflect on the effectiveness of these sentences, particularly when using any coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS).

· Make sure all capital letters are intentional: beginning of sentences, names, proper nouns and adjectives, quotes.

Step 7: Citing Evidence   

Color: _______________
· Highlight ALL quotation marks and MLA citations.  

· Are there at least two -correctly cited- pieces of evidence in each body paragraph?
· Did you vary your evidence (personal anecdote, historical anecdote, text-based source)?
Step 8: Sentence Beginnings

Color: _______________
· Look over the beginning words of all your sentences.
· Circle similar beginnings, and connect those with lines.

· Do the same for paragraphs.

· If you employed repetition, is it intentional?

Step 9: Transitions


Color: _______________
· Identify signal phrases used to set up quotations/evidence.
· Identify three places in your essay where you have effectively used transitions for the following purposes: 

· To smoothly shift ideas

· To indicate writing patterns

· To show relationships between ideas

· To map where you want to take your audience
Step 10: Conclusion

Color: _______________
· Evaluate your conclusion. What should your reader walk away knowing and feeling?
· In conclusion is NOT a strong way to start this paragraph.  

Finally, complete this Strong/Wrong/Plan chart to use as you’re typing up your final draft! Include a minimum of two items for each column.
	Strong: What I did well 
	Wrong: What I need to work on
	Plan: How I’ll approach revising my draft

	
	
	


Reminder – Your Final Draft is due to Turnitin.com by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, 5/3/17. If you have trouble signing into Turnitin because you’ve forgotten your password, try to reset it…click the “Forgot Password” button…do something! If all else fails, make sure you have shared your Google Doc with kmsutton@jeffcoschools.us. Regardless of an emergency, your essay must be in at the appropriate time. 

Writing Patterns – does your partner use at least one pattern intentionally to organize the essay?


Literary Devices – do the literary devices compliment the topic and pattern?


Is the definition of the term/topic original? How so? Is there a clear thesis/claim? 


Are multiple perspectives and definitions clear, including connotation and denotation, on the term/topic? 











